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The USPHS offsiteradiologicalmonitoringduringOperationHardtack
PhaseI on the islandsof Rongelap,Wotho,Utirikand Ujekng k
the first timethey attemptedto m& measurementsof iodine-131
by drawingair througha cartridgefilledwith activatedcharcoal.

In a draftof theirpreliminaryreportit is stated,fVl?heSe results

indicate that a significanttiternalexposuremightoccurto popu-
lationsin off-siteareassubjectto falloutas a resultof the
inhalationof 1-131. They furtherhiicate thatan off-sitesampling
programmay not be completeunlessit does tickle a methodfor
determining1-131levelsin the air.n

Sticethis dll be a publicdocumentI can foreseethe abovestate-
ments causingundueconcernby somereaders. The firstsentence
is not fullyevaluativeand couldleavea scarein the mindsof readers.
The secondsentencemightopenthe AEC to the criticismof wkv had
wenot d- this &r@ past operations.I calledMr. Ernest”Anderson
(ho cOmpitedthe report)and discussedthe problemwith him. He
agreed to rewritethe paragraph.

For your informationthe collectingpointshowingthe highest
idine-131 air concentrations,outsideof the ProvingGround,was
Fkmgelap. The highestsamplecollectedwas 12~..$micromicrocuries
per cubicmeterof iodbe-131 averagedover the 2h hours thatit
was cone clxd. The totalexposureto the thyroidfrcxnio@’@-131,
basedupon the USPHSmeasurements,overtheperiodof time of conection
(‘3months)thatencompassedmost of the falloutamountedto about
20 millirads. Thismay be ccmparedwith the externalgsmmaexposure
for the sameperiodof time of about285 millirads.
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